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April 25, 2014 
 
The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary, United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
We write to express our clear prioritization of the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub (UMTH) project as 
the State of Iowa’s highest priority for the United States Department of Transportation’s Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant program and to convey our 
support for the five-state request for TIGER FY 2014 planning funds application for the Upper Mississippi 
River Navigation System Planning Study.  Both projects underscore regional approaches to further state 
and national economic development, infrastructure improvement, and intermodal priorities. 
 
Upper Midwest Transportation Hub (UMTH):  The State of Iowa strongly supports the development of a 
regional, full-service intermodal facility in Manly, Iowa, at an established yard/terminal.  The UMTH 
project meets the TIGER grant program’s strategic goals and project readiness criterion, and its benefits 
extend beyond Iowa’s borders to Minnesota and other Midwestern states.  Moreover, multiple State 
agencies stand ready to quickly implement this public-private project.   
 
We believe the UMTH project provides an innovative approach to invest in an intermodal project that 
will help: 

Lower transportation costs for intermodal shipments for Midwestern producers and 
consumers.  Specifically, transportation costs would be lowered through the -- 

 Improved condition of existing transportation facilities and systems;  

 Improved shipping container balance and availability for Midwestern products; 

 Increased transportation options and destinations for Midwestern products, and thus, 
more competitive transportation pricing;  

 Growth in warehousing and distribution centers in the region where intermodal service 
is critical; and,  

 Reduced “long haul” trucking to intermodal centers outside of Iowa and reduced rail 
congestion in the Chicago area. 

Facilitate the growth of Midwestern exports in manufactured and agricultural products, 
including value added products that help create jobs and increase family incomes. 

 Reduce the use of fossil fuels and shrink emissions due to less truck miles and more efficient 
rail miles.  

 Improve the competitiveness of Iowa’s wind energy manufacturing facilities and biofuel 
products in the global marketplace.
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Improve transportation safety by reducing reliance on road transportation.  
Drive Federal, State, local, and private sector collaboration to improve the efficiency of the 

national freight network. 
 

Additionally, the project will help achieve critical national objectives, including:  
Advance the President’s goals to increase exports and improve America’s competitiveness in a 

global economy. 
Support the core functions of the White House Rural Council and advance our nation’s 

bioeconomy. 
Support the President’s goals to reduce transportation-related air emissions and to diversify 

America’s energy portfolio by improving the competitiveness of alternative fuels, including 
biofuels. 

 
Upper Mississippi River Navigation System Planning Study:  The State of Iowa has served as the lead for 
the jointly submitted application from five states -- Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, and Wisconsin.  
This regional coalition understands the importance of this vital and unique trade corridor.  Last year, 
State of Iowa leaders hosted a panel discussion in Davenport, Iowa, to discuss and highlight the 
importance of freight movement on the Upper Mississippi River.  Iowa shippers, carriers, farmers, 
business owners, the US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), Iowa state agencies, and citizens of multiple 
states attended the forum to reiterate the importance of the Mississippi River to the movement of 
goods and assert the need to find a long-term, sustainable solution to the current infrastructure 
deficiencies.  That forum began a series of conversations that underscored:   

 The crucial competitive advantage of barge transportation that lowers shipping costs for bulk 
commodities (exports and key economic inputs), while also benefiting other transportation 
modes.   

 The efficiency benefits of barge movements that also yield lower emissions than other modes of 
transportation.  Lock delays increase costs to consumers and companies, and result in higher 
emissions and energy use for freight movement.   

 The concerns about the reliability of locks and dams more than 20 years beyond their design life 
and in dire need of repair and improvement due to inadequate federal investment. 

 
We are already moving forward with state and regional solutions, including a preliminary 
reconnaissance study on inland waterway modernization completed in April 2013, and also an 
application submitted in February 2014 for designation of the Upper Mississippi River as Marine 
Highway M-35.  TIGER FY 2014 planning funds would advance the next step, the Upper Mississippi River 
Navigation Study.  With input from the Corps, river transportation providers, economic development 
groups, regional and metropolitan jurisdictions and other stakeholders, the study will closely examine 
existing infrastructure and evaluate options for its modernization.   
 
The Upper Mississippi River is a thoroughfare for trade and progress in this region.  Today, it helps the 
nation compete in the global economy, with 78 percent of US exports of corn and soybeans flowing to 
the world market via the Mississippi River.  We fully support the FY 2014 TIGER application for a 
planning study to help identify a long-term, economically sustainable way to manage the Upper 
Mississippi River and bring its infrastructure into the 21st century.  We would be glad to provide you with 
further information as needed. 
 
Although other Iowa TIGER grant applications may compete well with other submissions from across the 
country, the UMTH and Upper Mississippi River Navigation System Planning Study applications are the 



 

 

State of Iowa's top priorities as they have the most significant and far reaching positive economic 
impacts.  We appreciate your consideration of the UMTH and Upper Mississippi River Navigation System 
Planning Study TIGER grant applications. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Terry E. Branstad     Kim Reynolds 
Governor of Iowa     Lt. Governor of Iowa 
 
 
 
Paul Trombino III     Bill Northey 
Director,      Secretary, 
Iowa Department of Transportation  Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship 
 
 
 
Debi V. Durham 
Director, 
Iowa Economic Development Authority 
 
 



















 

 
April 22, 2014 

 
The Honorable Anthony Foxx, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter to provide my support of the proposal submitted by the Iowa Department of 
Transportation (DOT) to the Department of Transportation’s “FY 2014 TIGER” grant. The Iowa DOT will 
conduct the Upper Mississippi River navigation planning project to pursue a planning study focused on 
critical issues impacting the efficiency and reliability of transportation on the Mississippi River. 
 
I support the efforts of the Iowa Department of Transportation in adopting the Upper Mississippi River 

navigation planning project to recognize and document the crucial economic role played by barge 

transportation – and the need for investment in the lock and dam infrastructure that makes it possible.  

Several states are collaborating with the Iowa Department of Transportation on this effort, but Iowa will 

be taking the lead.  I feel their hard work on this project shows a strong commitment to build on their 

recent projects regarding the Mississippi River. By investing in the Upper Mississippi River navigation 

planning project, this will help advance the assessment of the infrastructure and operations, and 

exploration of improvement opportunities with hopes to continue the project. 

I have full confidence that the Iowa DOT will fulfill the mission and duties of the “FY 2014 TIGER” grant. 

Because of that confidence, I ask that they be given proper consideration for this year’s TIGER grant. 

Please direct any correspondence regarding this matter to Tavis Hall in my grants office in Waterloo at 

319-287-3233. Thank you for the opportunity to express my views and support of this grant. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bruce L. Braley 
United States Congressman, 1st District of Iowa 
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